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L How far we muſt depend on. the Aur 
thority of the Church for the true Sente 
of Scripture? 


II. Whether a Viſible Succeſſion fromCh 
to this day makes a Church, which rs. 
this Viſible Succeſſion , an Infallible In- 
terpreter of Scripture 3 And whether no; 
Church, which has not this Succeſlion,! g 
can teach the true Senſe-of Scripture? © 


I. Whether the Churchof ENGLAND. 
can make out ſuch a Viſible Succeffion?. : 
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” contribute ſo much to their own Convifion and Sa- 
| rafattion, as diligently and impartially to read and.- 
- conſider what x ſo charitably offered to them. - Iono- 
| rance and Miſtake may excuſe men, who have no op- 
- portunities of knowing better, but ſuch wilful and 
| reſokved Ignorance, which hars,up mens minds againſt 
poll means of better Information, will as -ſoon dann 
' them, as ſins againſt knowledge. ... ...... 
And now it might j fel be thought ant 
rity "rw: thoſe of the Roman Communion” ſh 


| ſebves, who are daily Aſaulted by the buſie Faftors for 
Rome. For the Diſputes againſt the Church of Rome, 
a5 well as ag dinſ# Diſfenters, are for the moſt part too 
Learned, and too Voluminous for the Inſtrution of 
- ordinary People, and therefore ſome ſhort and plan 
* Diſcourſes about the principal Matters in Diſpute be- 
| rveen 26, 3s the moſt - Hukka way we can take to 
| confirm men in their Religion, and preſerve them from 
* the crafty Inſmuations,of ſuch as lie in wait to de- 
oerve.” | 


of that kind, give me ſame hope, that ſeveral other. 


| thing) whether by Popery, of Fanaticiſm, may not 
be charged upon our neglett to inſtruct People better. 

þ Some Perſons, it ſeems, whoſe Talent lies more in 
 cenſuring what ohers do, than in doing any gaod 
rhemſebues, are pleaſed 'to. put ſome ſiniſter Conſtru- 
eons 'on this 'Deſign';. as it 15 impoſſible to deſign any 
thing ſo well, but Men of 1 Minds, who know not 
what it means to do good, -for goods ſake, ſhall be 
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i: Some you Attempts, which have been already made 


Tratts will follow, that the Raine of the Church of” 
England (if God ſball pleaſe ever 'to permit, ſuch a 
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The Preface to the Reader. 
able to find ſome bad name for it. Some gueſs that. 
we now write 'againſ} Popery onely to play an after-- 
game, and to regain the Favour and good Opinion of. | 
| Difſenters, which 2ve have loft. by writing apainst_ © 
| them : But I know not that any man has FF] their. 
| + Favour by it, nor that any man values their Favour_ 
' , for \ any other Reaſon, than to have the greater ad? | 

' wantage of doing them good. . If {o. good a work, as © 
confuting the Errors of the Church of Rome, vill 
give the Diſſenters ſuch a good” Opinion of 1s, as to 
make them more impartially ls what. has beew. | 
2vrit to perſwade them ro Communion with the Church © 
of England, I know no reafen any man bas to 'be : 
aſhamed to'own it , though it were part of his de- 
fren; but whether it zs or not, 3s more than I know :. 
1 dare undertake for thoſe Perſons I am acquainted © 
4” with, that they neither value the Favour, nor fear 

the Diſpleaſure either of Fanaticks or Papiſts, but yet 
heartily deſire to do good to them both. * © 
But there 1s a more miſchievous Suggeſtion than 

thas, that the deſign of ſuch Papers us —_ fo raiſe @ 
new cry and noiſe about Popery, and to Alarm the +} 
People, and diſturb the Government with new Fears © 
and Tealouſies : Truly , if I thought this would. be, © 

the effect of it, I would burn my Papers preſently ; « 

for I am ſure the Church of England will get no- © 
thing by a Tumultuary and Clamorous Zeal againſt 

the Church of Rome; and I had much rather ſuffer 
under Popery , than contribute any thing towards, 
raifing a Popular Fury to keep it out. We profeſs our 

| ſelves as irreconcileable Enemies to Popery, as we are 
' to Fanaticiſm, and deſire that all the World may 
 knowit; but we will never Rebel, nor countenance 
| any Rebellion againſt our Lawful Soveraign, ro keep 
| A3 za, 
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out, either; 2e. leave ſuch Principles and Prafticts 
"3d Papiſts and Fanaticks, But when .we. find our- 

People aſaulted by the Agents of Roine, and do not 
» think our [elves [ants from Popiſh Defigns, we think 
it our Duty to give them the beſt Inſtruftions. we car 


of: 


men who ave as much. concerned to take tave. of Souls. 


| Jous Undertaking. - I wiſh ſuch men. would fpeak ont, 
and tell us plainly what they think of Popery thems-. 
: by. thoſe ho undertake tt, it would more become them 
Fo commend. the Deſygn, and do it better themſeboes : 
. T know wo man but ould very gladly be excuſed, as 
| having other work enough to employ his timt, but yet 
| T had rather ſpend my acant minutes this way, than 
is enſuring the good that. other men do, while I do 
 mone my ſell. 5 
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70 Þ eſerve them from ſuch Errors, as we believe will \. 
roy ther Souls ; and canmot but wonder” that any. | 


a5 206 are, ſhould . think this a needles. or A ſcanda- | 
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__ "ſent to me, are theſe: 
'T « my Oppnion, that the ſets Comet of on 
ml Lepiflator, has left to as @ means of knowing 
M. the true ſenſe and meaning of the Holy Scriptures, 
which is the Church':' Now 'I judge ths Church mus 
be known to be the true Church, by its continual us 
fible Succeſſion from Chriſt till our Days. But I doubt 
whether or 19 the Proteſtant Charch can make out thi 
continual viſible Succeſſion, and defire to be informed, 


ANSWER. 


H A 'T Chriſt hath left a means of knowing the true ſenſ> 
T and meaning of the Holy Scriptures, I readily grant 3 on 
elſe it had been ro no purpoſe to have lefr us the Scriptures. 
But the latter Clauſe 1s very ambiguous, for the meaning may 
either be, rhat we may underftand by the Scriptures, which 
the Church zor thar the Church 1s the means whereby we muſt 
underſtand the true ſenſe and meaning of the Scriprure. . ©. 

The firſt 1s a rrue Proteſtant Principle, and therefore T 
wang not Intended by this ObjeFor, For how we ſhould 
know that there is any Church without the Information we 
receive by the Scripture, { cannot Divine 3 and yer we may 
as ealily know that there is a Charch, as we can know which 
is the true Church without the Scriprare. For there is no. 
other means of 'knowing eirher that rhere is a Church, or 
what this Church is, or what are.the Properties of a True 
and Sound and Orrhodox Church, bur by Revelation 3 and: 
we have no other Revelation of this, bur what is contained 
1 the Holy Scriptures. 

As for the Second, Thar the Chucch is the means of know-: 

: A 4 18 


bY 


ame {ſenſe very-true,- in ſome ſenſe-very- falſe. CENIEILY 
© 1+ It is in ſame ſenſe true, and acknowledged by all ſober. 


niverſal Church of all Ages, as we receive the Scriptures 
hemſclves handed dowy | | 
ter *Do&trines' of Faiths have been univerſally received by 
hem, is one of the; beſt -means. to find-out the true ſenſe of 
Icripture. ' Fer the nearer they were to the times of the 
Apoſtles, . the more likely they were to underſtand the true 
enſe of their Writings, -being inſtruſted_by the Apoſtles 
themſelves in the meaning of | Loma 

ertain Rule to ſecure. us from all dangerous Errors in ex- 
pounding Scriprure.- For the great and fundamental Do&rines 
df the Chriſtjan Religion, are as plainly contained in the 
Writings of the. firſt Fathers of the Church, and as unani- 
nouſly.aſſerted by them; as the Authority of the Scriptures 
themſelves: And therefore though we have not a Traditjonary 
Expoſition of every particular Text of Scripture; yet we have 
of he.great and fundamental Doftrines of Faith, and there- 
ore muſt never expound Scripture ſo as to contradi& the 
nown and avowed fenfe of the Carholick Church. And this 
courſe the Church of England takes; ſhe receives the Defini- 
Hons of the four firſt General Councils, and requires her Bi- 
hops and Clergy to Expound the Scriptures according to the 
profeſs 'd Dottrines of thoſe firſt and pureſt Ages of - the 
Church. | : 
2. We ought tq pay great deference to, and not lightly 
:and wantonly oppoſe the Judgment and Authority of the par- 
xicular Church wherein we live, when her Expoſitions of 
; Scripture do notevidently and notoriouſly contradidt the ſenſe 


-of it. For it does not become private men to oppoſe their 
.Sentiments and Qpinions to the Judgment of the Church, un- 
leſs in ſuch plain Caſes, as every honeſt man may be preſumed 
a very Competent Fudge in the matter z and no Church, nor 
all the Churches in the World haye ſuch Authority, that we 
muſt renounce our Senſes, and deny the firſt Principles of 
Reaſon, to follow them with a blind and implicite Faith.-- - 

- And thus the Church, that 1s, the. Senſe and Judgment of 
the Catholick Church, is a means for the finding out the true 


- fume particular Texts, ( which: the Romaniſts themſelves will 
a 
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. — a 


roreſtants. As, 1. If by the Church we underſtand the - 
by them rq gur time; ſo whate-" 


And thus we have a 


2of the Catholick Church, eſpecially of. the firſt and beſt Ages 


- ſenſe of Scripture; and though we may miftake the ſenſe of 


not. 


k The Proteſtant Reſolution of Faith. (| 
pg the true ſenſe and meaning of the Scriptures, it 1s in | 
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- from Scripture or Reaſon, whereby they .prove them ) yet: 
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\ Chriſt and his Apoſtles preached intelligibly to their Hearers ? 
If they did not, to what purpoſe did they Preach at all? By 
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' not. deny, but that even Infallible Councils may . do,. pl 
though they are. Infaſlible 1n,their Corichufions, yer are 
. always ſo. in-the Arguments or Mediums, . whether dray 


is morally impoſſible we ſhould: be guilty of any dangerc 
ad ming yg the Catholick Doarine of the 2r6 
our Rulez and in other matters follow the Judgment, 'a 
ſubmit ro the Authority of rhe Church wherein we live 
which 1s as abſolutely neceſſary, as Peace and Order, an 
good Government 1n the Church. | | ; 
2. But then this 1s very falſe, if we mean that the Chure 
1s the onely means of finding out the true ſenſe of the Scr 
ptures 3 or if by the Church we underſtand any particula 
Church, as I ſuppoſe this Perſon does, the Roman Catholicl 
thart 1s, the particular Univerſal Church of Rome; or if 
mean the Church of the preſent Age, or by Means underſtan 
ſuch a Decretory Sentence, as muſt determine our Faith, ar 
command our Aſſent ; rhar we muſt ſeek for no other Realoi 
of our Faith, but the Authority of the Church in expoune 
Ing | Sth I ſhall diſcourſe ſomething briefly of each 
theſe. - 
x- To fay that the Church is the only Means to find out t 
true ſenſe of Scripture, 1s very falſe and abſurd. For, 1. Thi 
a {gs the Holy Scriptures to be a very unintelligible Book; 
which ts a great reproach to the Holy Spirit, by which it wa; 
Indited, that he either cquid not, or would not ſpeak intel. 
Iigibly to the World. . 
2, This is a dire& Contradi&tion to thoſe Exhorrations 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles to ſtudy the Scriptures, which were 
made to private men, and therefore neceſſarily ſuppoſes, that 
the Holy Scriptures are to be underſtood as other Writings ar, 
by conſidering the Propriety of the Words and Language 
wherein they are written, the Scope and Deſign of the place, 
and ſuch other means, as honeſt and ſtudious Inquirers uſe to 
find out the meaning of any other Book. _ 
3. If the Scriptures are ſo unintelligible, that an honeſt m 
cannot find out the meaning of them, withour the Infallible 
Interpretation of the Church, I would defire to know whether 


* © 
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what means were men converted to the Faith? If they did, 
how comes theſe Sermons to be ſo unintelligible now they are 
written, which were ſo intelligible when they were ſpoken? 


8 
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br the Goſpel contains a plain Hiftogy of what Chrift did, 
Id of what he ſaid ; and the Apoſtles wrote the ſame th 

;the Churches when they were abſent, which they preached 
; them when they were .prefent ; and we: reaſonably ſup- 


iderſtand what they Wrote, as what they Preached ; and 
terefore that they | or wr uſed the fame form of words 
| their Writing and in their Preaching : And this makes it 
great Riddle, how one fhould be very plain and eafte ro be 
aderſtood, and the other figntfe nothing without an Infal- 
ble Interprerer. fee 

4. If the Scriptures be in'ithemſelves unintelligible, I would 
ire to know how the Church comes to underſtand them ? 
by any humane means, together with the ordinary Afiſt- 
hces of the Divine Spirit, then they are to be underſtood ; 
nd then why may not every Chriſtian, 1n proportion to his 
vill in Languages, and in the Rules of Reafon and Diſcourſe, 
inderſtand them alſo ? 

{Tf the Church cannot underſtand the Scriptures by any 
umane means, but onely by Inſpiratton, ( for there js no 
ſedium. berween theſe two). to what pn were the 
criptures written? For we might as well have learnt the 
Vill of God from the Church, without the Scriptures, as 
rich them. God could have immediately revealed his Will 
þ the Church, without a written Rule, as well as reveal the 
neaning of that written Rule, which it ſeems has no ſigni- 
ication at all, till the Church, by Inſpiration, gives an Or- 
hodox meaning to It. : 

" $5. And if we cannot underſtand the Scriptures, rill the 
Church Expounds them ro us, how ſhall we know which is 
the Church, and-that this Church 1s ſuch an infallible Tnrer- 
drerer of Scriprures ? The Church 1s to be known onely by 
the Scriptures, and the Scriptures are to be underſtood onely 
by the Church : If we will know the Church, we muſt firſt 
nderitand ,che Scriptures z and 1f we will underſtand-the 
Scriptures, we muſt firſt know the Church ; and when both 
*s at be known firſt, or we can know neither, 1t is impoſſible 
i chis Ways either ro underſtand rhe Scriprures, or find our 
the Church. 

|. For, ſuppoſe the Church does und Scripture by In- 
Diration, = ſhall we be affured thar ir does ſo? el we 
believe every Man, or every Church, which pretends ro In- 
ſpirarion ? This 1s a coatradiion to the- Apoſtles Rule, 
: not 
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The Proteflant Reſolution of Faith. 


We, that they as mych deſigned that the Churches ſhonld' 


The Proteſtant Reſolution of Paith: 


not to believe every Spirit, but to the Spirits. 
then ſhall they nts x I know bus evo As either 
Miracles, or by Scriprare. Miracles ere now ceas'd, yt 
we will believe ſome fabulous Legends, which all wiſe 
in the Church of Rox are aſhamed 'of; and if there 
real Miracles wrought; they are of no Authoriry again 
ſtanding Rule of Faith, which the Apoſtle calls a more 
word of Propheſie. If ther we muſt judge of theſe py 
rences to Revelation by the Scriptures, which is the or 
way now left, then there is a way of underſtanding 
Scriptures without this Revelation : for if we muſt uns 
ſtand the Scriptures by Revelation, and Revelation by 
Scriptures, we are got mto a new circle, and can underit 
nenners 
. Objeft. But do we not ſee how many Schiſms'and Here 
have been occaſioned, by ſuffering every one to expoi 
Scripture for himſelf ? How many Diviſions and Sub-diviſi 
are there amonp Proteſtants, who agree 1n lirtle elſe, befy 
their oppoſition to Popery ? And is 1t poſfible to cure all tl 
without an Infallible Thnterpreter of Scriptures? Is 1t n6 
contradiction to common Experience, to fay, that the fe 
of Scripture is plain and certain, when fo few men; { 
agree what it is? 2 
- Anſw. 1. Yes, we do fee this, and lament it, and are] 
holden to the Church of Rome, and her Emiſfaries, wn 
ar-meaſure for it. But. yet we know, thus it hath be 
1n all Apes of the Chriſtian Church, as well as nowz_ a 
we take the ſame way to confure theſe Herefjes, and to - þ 
ſerve the Purity of the Faith, and the Unity of the Churd 
which the Primitive Fathers did, by appealing to Scriptu 
and the DoQtrine and Practice of the Catholick Church,whi 
1s the beſt way any Church can take, when there is no Inf 
lible . Judge of Controverſies: And, if the Primitive Chu 
had known any ſuch Infallible Judge, they would cerralt 
have appealed to him, at one time or other ; and 1t had be 
impoſſible, that any Errors or Hereſtes ſhould for any la 
time rogether have diſturbed the Church ; bur we hear 
thing of him for _ years after Chriſt ; bur t 
anctent Fathers took the ſame way to confure the Herefies 
their days, which we do now, which is a good probable A 
ment, that they knew no better. 'And the preſent Dj 
wns of the Chriftian Church , are no greater Argume' 
againſt us, than the anciem Herefies were againſt the Py 
, MICH 


E The Proteſtant Reſolution of Paith: 


ye Church, or than the Proteſtant Herefies ( as they are 
ſed to call them ) are againſt the:Church of: Rome : For 
t advantage has the Church of Rome. upon this account, 
ee any other Profeſſion of Chriſtians ? Thoſe who are of 
fame Communion, are of the ſame mind. Thus ir is 
ng us, and jt 15no better among: them 3 for we -'are no 
of their mind, than they are; of ours : nay, notwith- 
ding all their pretences to Infallibility, moſt of the Diſ- 
s which divide the Proteſtant Churches, are as fairly 
ured among themſelves, witneſs the famous Controverfſie | 
n the Zanſeniſts and Moliniſts; which their Infallible 

ge never thought fit to determine to this day : They live 
ed 1n the Communion of the ſame Church, notwith- 
ding theſe Diſputes, becauſe it is a very dangerous thing 
ave 1t 3 but they are more 'beholden to the Inquiſition, - 
p co Infallibilicy for this Unity. 

» How do theſe Divifions and Herefies, which diſturb the 
rch, prove that no man can be certain of -his Religion ? 
ye can certainly know whart the ſenſe of Scripture is, not- 
itanding there are many different Opinions abour ir, then 
diverſity of Opinions 1s no Argument againſt us ; 1f we 
zot be certain of any thing, which others deny, diſpute, 
doubt of, then how can any Papiſt be certain that bis 
rch 1s Infallible ? For all the reſt of the Chriftian Church 
y this, and ſcorn their Pretenſions to It. I may indeed 
ly acquieſce in the Determinations of -an Infallible Judge, 
bm T am 1yfallibly aſſured to be Infallible, how many.con- 
y Opinions ſoever there are in the World-: But when In- 
IÞiliry ir ſelf is the matter of. the Diſpute, and I have no 
llible way to know whether there be any ſuch thing, or 
e this Infallibility is ſeated, 1f diverſity of Opinions be 
Argument againſt the certainty. of any thing, which I am 
z and cannor be Infallibly affured of, then it is a certain 
nonſtration againſt Infallibiliry 1t ſelf. 

nleſs we will rake the Church of Rome's word for her own 
Wlibility, we cannot have the Deciſion of an Infallible 
Ige in this matter ; for ſhe will allow no other Infallible 
Ipe, but her ſelf : and yer this 1s ſo abſurd a way, that it 
poſes, that we believe, and that we diſ-believe the ſame 
ng at the ſanie time. , For unleſs we before-hand believe 
> Church to be Infaſlible, her ſaying fo, is no Infallible 
dof rhat ſhe 1s Infallible; and: yet. the very demand of a 
of, ſuppoſes that we are not certain of 1t, that we a” | 
Is | Oo 


Wh 4 


Church. ; 


 thar their Church is Tnfallible ; for they can be no' more} 


rainty.of our Religion, than rhe diverſiries of Religions thi 


The Proteſtant Reſolution of Faith. 
of it, or diſ-believe it. When we ask- the Church, wher 
ſhe be Infallible, ic ſuppoſes that we are not certain of * 
otherwiſe we ſhould need no Proof; and-when we be 
the Church to be-Infalltble,” becauſe ſhe fays ſo, ir ſupp 
thar we did before-hand: believe that ſhe -1s Infallible, oth 
wie her ſaying ſo is no Proof. 3 07 SHOT 7 

The greateft Champions. for the Church of Rowe, ne! 
pretended that : they . could: produce - any Infallible Proc 
which 1s the true Church. . ' Cardinal Bel/armine attempts 
more, than to alledge ſome Motives of - Credibility, ro mi 
the [thing probable, and to: incline men to believe ir; 4 
yer it is 1uppoſſible we. can be more certain of the Infalli 
liry. of the Church, than we are, that ir is a true Churde 
and if a Papift have onely ſome Motives 'of Credibility,” 
believe the Church of Rome to be a true Church, 
can have no greater probabilities, that it is an Infallil 


Now, not to take notice what a tottering Foundation fot 
high-probabilicies, though-they amounted'to a moral afſuran 
1s for the belief of Infallibility, which 1s to put more' in t 
Conclufjon than there 15 -1n the Premiſes. e onely uſe 
ſhall make of ir at preſent, '15 rhis : That we can ar leaſt 
as certain of the meaning” of Scripture, as rhe Papiſts ar 


fallibly aſſured of this, than we are of our 'Tnterpretar 
of Scciprure + and therefore. if the diverſity "of Opinid 
abour the ſenſe of: Scriptures, proves thar'we'cannor” be'ct 
rain what the true ſenſe of 1t 1s, the ſame Argument-prove 
that they cannot be. certain:that their Church 1s Infallible 
becauſe this 15 nor onely:doubted, but-abſolutely denied? 
the greateſt part of the Chriſtian World,” and 'was nevi 
thought of by the beſt and pureſt Ages of tt. -So thar th 
Argument proves too much, and recoils upon themlclve: 
like a Gun which 1s : over-charged ; and : if, for 'their ow 
ſakes, they will grant that we may be'certain of ſome'thing 
which are as confidently denied, | and diſputed 'by others 
chen the diverſity of Opinions 1n rhe :Church, 1s no Argi 
ment, that we cannot be certain of our Religion, but one! 
reaches us greater Caution,and Diligence, and Honeſty, 1n'oz 
Inquiries after Truth,  _ $19542147 3BR 5:27. 

3- Theſe Diviſions and. Herefjes that-are ir the Chrifiia 
Church, -are no betrer Argumenc againſt the'trurh .and ce 
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in the World; are againſt the 'trath of -Chriſtianicy, The 
le World 1s far enough from being Chriſtian 3 grear part 
are Fews,' or. Pagans, or HMahwnet ans (ill 5 and this'is 
good an Argument to. prove.the uncertaincy of all Re- 
bus, as the different Parties atid Profdfficns of Chriſtians 
to prove, that we cannot be certain; whar the true Chit- 
a Church, nor 'whar true Chriſtianicy:is, The Goſpel: of 
Saviour was not. deſigned 40 offer any: force or -victence 
pens Faith. or. [nderfianding ,..no':more- than £6 :their 
ls, Were there ſuchan irtthfifiibleand compulſory Evi- 
ice in -the Goſpel, that : where-cver:: 1-were preacti'd, ir 
ald-be impoſſible for any man; though 'hever fo wicker} 
i 2ll-difpoſed, to continue an Infidel; or »10: prove w He- 
ick, Fatth would be no greater. a/ Vertue,; than forc'di'Obe- 
mce and Compliance 3. The: Gofpel has Evidence 
dugh to convinee honeſt. Minds, and:js plain enough'to-be 
derſtood, by thoſe who are honeſt and teachable;z and 
efore has its EffeRs upon thoſe: who are curable : which 
all char it was:defipned for. Thoſe who will nor betieve; 
y continue Infidds; :'and thoſe 'who will nor underſtand, 
y fall zno-Errocs, and /believe.a Lye:':: and yer there Is 
ence enough to convince, and Plainneſs enough to in- 
u& well poſed Minds, and Cerrainty enough in each to 
:rhe Foundation of a Divine Edith. . 
The fam-is* this: Though the :tiſtru@ions of the-Church 
ea: very good;imeats. for the underftamding of the ſenſe of 
ripigre,. yer-they'are nor the onely means ; | the "Holy 
TIptare 1s a; very mtcLipihle Book in ſuch matters 'as are 
dphtely neceſfary'to Salyation'::and could we:ſuppoſe, that 
man, who'had never heard of a- Church, ſhould have-rhe 
of. the Bible, in a Language which he underſtood, by 
diligent reading of jt, he might underſtand enough tobe 


-2. If by Church is meant any parricular Church, - as ſup- 
ofe the Romer Catholick Church, - or the Church of the pres 
mr Age, it 1s abſolutely. falſe ro ſay, rhar rhe Church, in 
bis ſenſe, is always a ſure and: fafe means of underſtanding 
he Scripture. - What. has been — believed by all 
Shriſtian Churches, in all Ages, or.ar feaft by all Churches 
f the firſt and pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity, which: were 
eareſt the times of the Apoſtles, and: might be preſumed 
eſt to underſtand the ſenſe of the Apoſtles in'the great'Ar- 


veles of our Faith, is a very afe Rule ROE SONIIEnn 
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far a Rule, as ir direRs us ro Expound Scripture to a true 
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of- Scripture 3 and the general Prattice of thoſe Primitive 
Apoſtolick Churches, in matters of Government and Dh 
ſczpline, before they were corrupted by worldly Ambition, 
and ſecular Intereſts, is a very ſafe Rule for our Practice 
and this is the Rule whereby our Church is reformed, and 
to which we appeal. or 2.1 
There are bur three things neceflary to be underſtood by 
Chriftians ; either the Articles of Faith, or the Rules of 
Life, or the external Order and Diſcipline of the Churc 
and Adminiſtration of Religious Offices. 
_ TI. As for the; Rules of Life, all thoſe Duties which we 
owe to God and Men, they are fo plamly con in the 
Holy ap my that no honeſt man can miftake them; I 
ſuppoſe the Church of Rome her ſelf, will not pretend that 
there is any need of an Infallible Interpreter to teach men 
what is meant by Loving God with all. our Heart, and ou 
N ur as our ſelves — | ...- 7. 2 
2. As for the Articles of Faith, thoſe. which are Funda- 
mental to the Chriſtian Religion, and which every Chriſtian; 
cgi to believe, are fo plain in ture, that every honeſt 
and unprejudiced. man may und _ them; but hows! 
ever, as I obſerved _before, we govern our ſelves in.theſe 
things by the received Dofrine of the Catholick Church. 
of- the firſt and pureſt Ages; and if thus be nor a ſafe Rule, 
we can be certain of nothing. And what the Catholick 
Faith was, we learn from thoſe ſhort ſummaries of Faith, - 
which. were univerſally owned by all Catholick 65- 
For what we now call the Apoſtles Creed, was very ans | 
clently received in all Churches, with ſome little -yariery *: 
d. of Words and Phraſe, bur without any difference af 
ſe; and the Catholick Faich was not only preſerved-in 
Jach ſhort Summaries and Creeds, which were as liable to : 
be perverted by Hereticks, as the Scriptures themſelves, bur : 
Was more largely explained in the Writings of the ancient 
Fathers; and though this will not enable us to underſtand 
every Phraſe and Expreſſion of Scripture, but we muſt uſe - 
ether means to do that, as $kill in the Original Languages, * 
a knowledge of ancient Cuſtoms, and ancient Diſputes, to 
which the Apoſtles frequently allude a confideration of the © 
Scope and Deſign of the place, &c. Yet the Catholick 
Faith received and owned by the Primitive Church, is @© 


Catholick ſenſe. As St. Pau! commands the Romans, that 
| thoſe 


thoſe who Prophefie , ſhould propheſie according to the 
proportion of Faith, Rom. 12. 6. Kar dranoiay mtu, AC- 
cord! why the Analogy of Faith : That is, that in the in- 
terprering the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, they ſhould 
pound them'to a Chriſtian ſenſe, according to thoſe Do- 
&rines of. the Chriſtian Faith, which he had taught rhem ; 
and rhis was a ſafe Rule for expounding the Old Teftament, 
which contained the. Types, atd Figures, and Prophefies of 
the Goſpel-State: 'And thus in expounding the New Te- 
flament, now 1t. 15 committed to Writing, we niuft pro- 
Pphefie according to the. Analogy of Faith, ' or as he com- 
mands Timothy 1n his Preaching, hold. faſt the form of ſound 
awords, which thou haſt 'heard from me, 2 Tim. 1. 13. It 
Heems the Apoſtle ' had given him a form of ſound words, 
According ro which, he ' was to dire@ his Preaching': whe- 
*ther*'rhis -refers co a' ſhort ſummary of Fajth, ſuch as our 
Creed 1s, T cannor fay, though ir 1s not 1mprobable 1t may ; 
Sur it is plain, we have a form of ſound words delivered to 
ns by the Catholick Church, which contains the true Ca- 
Ftholick Faith, and therefore ought to be ſo. far. a Rule to us 
£11 expounding Scripture, as'never to contradi& any thing 
-wwhich is contained 1 ir, for that is to contradi& the Faith of 
"the'Catholick Church, _ | a 
'-- And when one great Article of this Faith, concerning 
[the Eternal God-head' of Chriſt the Son' of God, was cor- 
Tupted by Arizs, a_Presbyter of the Church of Alexandria, 
* dr gave an occafion for a more full Declaration of the ſenſe of 
rhe Catholick Church about it. © And though the effe&ts of 
+ thar Controverſie were very faral tro the Church, yet ir was 
- very happy thar it broke out in ſuch an Age, when jt could 
the:derermined with greater certainty, and greater Authority, 
* 'rhan tt could have been in any ſucceeding Age of the Church 3 
by men, who were venerable for their Age, for their Wif- 
} dom, 'for their Piety, for their, undaunted Confeffions under 
| -Heathen and Perſecuting Emperours, who knew what the 
© {ſenſe of the Catholick Church was, before this Controverſie 
broke out, and before External Proſperity had, through eaſe 
' and wantonneſs, corrupred the Faith, as well as the Manners 

'of Chriſtians. | 
_ >. As for matters of External Order, Diſcipline, and Go- 
- wvernment, the Untverfai PraRice of the Catholick Church ts 


 rections we have laid down 1n Scripture. There 1s no doubt 
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:the beſt and ſafeſt Comment on thoſe general Rules and Di- 


> . The Proteftaut Refolutibn-of Faith, ut. 
"dt 'all, 'bur the: Apoſtles did appotnt-Governours, and Rulcs 
-of: Order -and:Diſcipline, 1m the:Churches planted by them'$ * 
- what theſe were; : the Chriſtians of: thoſe; days faw with-rheit : 


- termined to | any one ſenſe ( by us, who did not- ſee what 
contentious men. | 


- tiſm, the ſeveral Orders and Degrees of Cliurch-Governours, 
- though it were not 1n expreſs words ſaid; that Infants ſhould 


. tute and appoint ſome ſignificant Rites and Ceremonies, for 


. count given of theſe matters, in the Writings of the, Apo- 
files, which there was no need of then, when theſe things 
- were obvious to thetr very Senſes, ſome perverſe and un- 


ſelves, and alter their Opinions and Fancies,. as often as they 


"any reaſonable man muſt acknowledge, that the beſt way to 
: underſtand the Pradice of the Apoſtles, is from the-Practice . ' 


"the memory of the Apoſtles was freſh, and the Church 
: B 


Eyes, in the:daily Practice of the Chirch 3 and therefore ' 
ithe Apoſtles in tboſe Epiſtles which: they wrote to theip: ſe- * 
veral Churches, did not give them. ſo pundnal and--partis 
cular accburit of thoſe'marters, Which they ſo well knew-bes. 
fore; but as occafſjon ſerved, make 'onely : ſofne - accidental 
mention of rheſe things, and that”in. ſuch general terms, as 
were well enongh underftood by. them, who knew rhe-Pra- 
&ice of the-Churth in-that Age; but it. may be ,- cannor .. 
meerly by the force-of. the words ,' which. may be capable 
of ſeveral Senſes, be fo certainly and -demonſtrarively; des 


was done in thoſe days) as td avoid all poſfible Cavils of 
This has occafioned thoſe Diſputes concerning Infant Baps 


the Rites and Ceremonies. of - Religious Worſhip, and the 
like. Thoſe who lived in thoſe! days, and ſaw what the - 
Apoſtles did in theſe matters, could nor doubt of thefe rhings, ' 


be baptized with their Parents, or that :Biſhops are a ſupe- / 
riour Order to Presbyters, and Presbyters- to Deacons3', or 
that 1t is Lawful for the Governours of the Church to Tnftis | 


the more decent and orderly Adminiſtration of Religious | 
Offices. But becanſe there 1s not a preciſe and punRual ac« . 


reaſonable Diſputers, who obſtinately reject all other Evis 
dence, will judge of theſe things juſt as they pleaſe them= 


pleaſe. 4 

But now if there be any certain way to know what the 
prone of the Apoſtles was in theſe Caſes, this''1s the 
beſt Comment we can poſlibly have on ſuch Texts, as are 
not ſufficiently plain and expreſs without it. Now, methinks 


of the Catholick Church in ſucceeding Ages, eſpecially while 


governed 
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| governed by Apoſtolical menz when we cannot — 
" Tuſpe& any deviation fromthe Primitive Prattice : -and 
the Rule which the Church of Exgland owns'in ſuch mar- 
| ters,” and by which ſhe rcje&s and confutes both the Tnnova- 
| tions and Corruptions of the Church of Rome, and the wild 
' Prerences of Fanaticim. 
--S0-that we do in-the moſt proper ſenſe own the Belief and 
- PraRice of the Primitive-Church, to be the beſt means for 
Expounding Scripture. We do not leave every man to Ex- 
pound Scripture by a/privare Spirit, as our Adverſaries of 
the Church of Rome reproach us; we adhere. to the ancient 
Catholick Church, which the: Church of Rome on one fide, 
and the Fanaticks on the other, have forſaken: and though 
| we reje& the new invention'of an Infallible Judge, yer we 
are no Friends at all ro Scepticiſm ,, but can give a more 
Rational account of our Faith , than the Church of Rome 
"CAN. | 


-pture, but by Propricty of the La , and the Gramma- 
"rical Confiruion of the Words, and the ſcope and- deſign 
- of the Texts, their Connexion and Dependence on what goes 
:before, and what follows, and ſuch-like means as we uſe for 
* "the underſtanding any other Books of humane compoſition ; 
'T doubt not, but honeſt and diligent _ might diſco- 
; "ver the true meaning of Scripture, mn all the great Articles 
. "of our Faith; but yet this alone is a more uncertata way , 
_ and liable to the Abuſes of Hereticks and Impeſtors. e 
- Socinians are a famous Example, what Wit and Criticiſm 
will do to prevent the plaineſt Texts 3; and ſome other Sefta- 
ries are as plain a demonſtration, what work Dulneſs, and 
- Stupidity, and Enthuſiaſm, will make with Scriprure ; bur 
when we have the praQice of the Carholick Church, and an 
ancient and venerable ſummary of the Chriſtian Faith, which 
has been the common Faith of Chriſtians in all Ages, ro be 
our Rule in Expounding Scripture, though we may after all, 
miſtake the ſenſe of 'ſome particular Texts, yer we cannot 
be guilty of any great and dangerous miſtakes. 
-* This: uſe the Church of England makes of the Catholick 
- Church, in Expounding Scripture , that ſhe Religioufly 
' maintains the ancient Catholick Faith, and will not ſuffet 


Faith and Praice of the-Catholick Church: 
Bur though the Belief and Practice of the _ 
; | | Churci 


Log 


Had we no other way-of underſtanding the ſenſe of Scri- 


any man to Expound Scriptures in oppofitign to the ancient 
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Churel? be the beſt means of ;untlerſtandivg the true ſenſe of 
Sctiprure, yet we cannot affigm-this of any particular Church, 
oriofithe-Church-of any:particular Age, excepting the Apo« 
ftolick-Age; or thoſe Ages which immediately: ſucceeded the 
Apoſiles.  'Notwithitanding | this, the Chureh of -Rome:may 
be: no-good Expoſitor of Scriptures ; for the Church of Rome, 
though ſhe uſurp the name of the Catholick Church, as pres 
ſuming'her: ſelf to:be the Head and:Fountain of Catholick 
Unity, yer-the-1s but a. part of the Catholick Church, as the 
Churoh of : England, and:the Churches of 'Fraxce-and Holland 
are; and has no more »right-ro impoſe her-Expoſitions-of 
Seripture upon - other Churches, than they: have to impoſe 
pon her,  Tf-rhere happen any Controverſie- between them, 
tc..is -nor -the Authority, of either Church can decide it, 'but 
this muſt be done by; an appeal ro-Scripture, and the ſenſe 
of theiCatholick Church'tn the firft and pureſt Ages of ir. 

For when we ſay, that the Belief and: Pra&ice of the 
Catholick Ghurch is rhe beſt means to find out the trueſenſe 
of Scripture, we do not mean that the-Church is the 'fove« 
rajgn-and abſolute. Judge of the.ſenſe of :Scriprure 3 but :the 
meaning is, that thoſe Churches which were founded by- the 
Apoſtles, and received 'the Faith -immediately from them , 
and were -afrerwards, [for ſome Ages, governed by Apoſtos« 
lical men, -or thoſe who were taught by them, and:conversd 
with-them, are the beſt Witneſſes: what the Doftrine of.::the 
Apoftles-was ; and therefore as far-as we can be certain, what 
the Faith of theſe Primitive Churches was, they are the beſt 
Guides for the Expounding Scripture. 

So - thar the Authority of che Church in Expounding 
Scripture, being onely the Authority of Witnefles, -it can 
reach no farther than-thoſe Ages, which may reaſonably be 
preſumed to be Authentick and:Credible Witneſſes of the | 
Doctrine of -the Apoſtles, and therefore if we extend ir ro | 
the four. firſt General Councils, it 1s as far as we can -do'it 
w1th -any pretence of - Reaſon.3 and thus far the Church of 
England owns the - Authority of the:Church, and commands 
'her- Miniſters ro--Expound the Scriptures according to the 
Catholick-Farth, owned and profeſs'd in thoſe days z bur as - 
For the latter Apes of the Church, which were removed too © 
far from the Apoſtles days, to be Witneſſes of their Dodtrine, 
«they have-no-more. Authority in this-matter, than we have 
poot=m day, inor:has-gne Church any more Authority than 
another. on | 


CREED B 2 | | 2, Ad , 


| 4 The Proteſtant Reſolution of Paith. - 


- 3, And therefore, if by the Church being the means of 
knowing © the ſenſe and meaning of the Holy Scriptures, be. 
'underftood the Judgment and Sentence, and Decree of the 
Church, that we muſt ſeek no farther for the reaſon of our 
Faith, than the infallible Authority -of the Church, in 
'*Expounding Scripture, this alſo is abſolutely falſe and 
abſurd. | 

This is more than Chriſt and his Apoſtles aſſumed to 
themſelves, while they were on Earth 3 they were indeed 


down their Hearers meerly with their. Authority, bur Ex- 
| pounded the Scriptures, and applied ancient Prophefies to 
their Events, and. took the Vail off of Moſes's Face, - and 
fhewed them. the Goſpel-ſtate. concealed under thoſe Types 
'and. Figures ; they confirmed their Expoſitions of Scripture 


| Conſciences of their Hearers, whether theſe things were nor 
ſo; Chriſt commands the Fews not meerly to take his own 
; word, and to rely on his Authority for the truth of what he 
| ſaid, but to ſtudy the Scriptures themſelves; and the Bereaxs 
- are commended. for this generous temper of Mind, that they 
; were more noble than thoſe of Theſſalonica, for they daily 
| ſearch'd the Scriptures, to ſee whether the DoGrine the 
* Apoſtles preach'd were to be found there or not. Now I 
| think no Church can pretend to be more Infallible than Chriſt 
* and his Apoſtles, and therefore, certainly ought not to aſ- 
- fume more to themſelves than they did ; and 1f the Church 
* of Rome, or any other Church, will convince us of the truth 
. of their Expoſitions of Scripture, as Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
; convinc'd their Hearers, that 1s, by enlighrning our Under- 
| Ntandings, and convincing - our CO_ by proper Argu- 
--ments, we will gladly learn of them. * f 

This courſe the Primitive Chriſtians took, as is evident 
- Jn all the Writings of the ancient Fathers againſt Zews and 
| Hereticks; they argue from the Scriptures themſelves to 
prove what the ſenſe of Scripture is 3 they appeal indeed 

" ſometimes to the ſenſe of the Catholick Church, not as. an 
Infallible Judge of Scripture, but as the beſt Witneſſes of 
.the Apoſtolical Docrine : Thus Tertullian argues 'againſt He- 
reticks, in his Book De. Preſcriptionibus 3 but when they 
reaſon about the ſenſe of Scripture, they never dire& us to 
any InAllible Judge; bur uſe ſuch Arguments, as they think 

- proper to conyince Gain-ſayers, 
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Nay, 


infallible Interpreters of Scripture, but yet they never bore 


by the force of Reaſon, and appealed to the ——_ and 
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© "Nay, - this is the way which was obſerved in all the ancient” 
Councils; the Biſhops of the Church met together far Com-': 
mon Counſel and Advice, and in matters of - Diſcipline and* 
Government, which were ſubje& to- their Authority, they* } 
confitlered what was moſt. for the publick benefic of the”: 
Church, and determined them by their Authority, nor as In- 
falkble Judges, but as ſupream Governours of the Church. 
In the Diſputes of- Faith, they reaſon from Scripture, and 
the. ſenſe of the Catholick Church, not from their own Au- 
thority z and what ypon a ſerious debate and enquiry they - 
found to be moſt agreeable to the ſenſe of Scripture, and the 
Doctrine of the Church of former Ages, - that they deter- 
mined and: decreed ro be received in all Churches, as the 
Catholick Faith. Thar this' is ſo, is evident from all the - 
Hiſtories of the moſt ancient and celebrated Councils, which 
any.man may conſult who pleaſes. | 

' Now, I would ask ſome few Queſtions about this matter. 
1. Whether theſe Councils took a ſure and ſafe way to find out 
Truch? If ' they did nor, what reaſon have we to believe that 
thex'determined' right? If they did, then we may uſe the ſame 
way which they did: for that which is a good way in one Age, 
1s ſo another, and then there is no necetſity of an Infallible 
Judge to find out the ſenſe of Scripture, becauſe we have 
other certain ways of doing this; the ſame which all the 


' ancient Councils obſerved. 


: »2;-T would know,whether it be not ſufficient for every Chri- | 
ſtzan to receive the Decrees and Determinations of theſe Coun- - * 
c11s;: upon the ſame Reaſon and Authority which moved the _ 
Fathers aſſembled in Council to make theſe Decrees? Whether, * 
for 1nſtance, we muſt nor believe the Eternal God-head of 
Chriſt, and that he is of the ſame ſabſtance with his Father, 
for” the ſame Reaſons for which the Nicene Fathers belicved 
this, and required all Chriſtians to believe it? If we muſt, then 
Scripture, and the ſenſe of the Catholick Church, nor the Aus : 
thority of a General Council, or any Infallible Judge, 1s the 
Reaſon of our Faith : For the Nicene Farhers, who were the 
fixſt that mer in a General Council, could not believe this,upon 
dhe Authority of any other General Council, much leſs upon 
their own Authority ; unleſs we will ſay, thar they firſt decreed 
this, then believed it, becauſe they themſelves decreed it. If 
Scripture, and the ſenſe of the Catholick Church, antece- 


{dently ro the determinations of a General Council, 'or any 


other-pretended Infallible Judge, be nor a ſufficient Foun» | 
ic B3 . © dation 
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dation for our Faith, then the whole Chriſtian World, before 
the Counctl of Nice, which was- the firſt-General Coimeit;: 


'no particular Biſhop or Church 1n thoſe days, which pretende® 
'to be the Infallible Interpreter of Scriptures. We Proteftants: 
have the ſame-way: to underſtand' the Scriptures, have the 
ſame Reaſon and Foundation of our Faith, which the Niretet 
Fathers themſelves had, or which any Chriſtian. could have; 
| before there was any General Council; and'if the Church of 
| Rome do not think this enough, we cannor help that,: we are 
abundantly ſatisfied with it. o 7 hago] 
| . The Authority of a General Council-in thoſe days, was de+ 
' fervedly ſacredand venerable, not as an Infallible Judge,which 
they never pretended to, but as the moſt certain meansothey 
- could poſſibly have ro underſtand-what was, and'1n allAges 
{ had been the received Do@rine of the' Catholick Church. 
| They met together not to make new- Articles of Fairh,which 
; Ro Council in the World ever had any Authority to-do, bot to 
* declare what was the truly ancient and Apoſtolick Kaith'z 
- gnd to putir into ſuch words as might plainly expreſs-rho 
{ Catholick ſenſe, and meet with. che Diſtempers of- thax 
A Co {7H £ : 
For this end Grave and Reverend Btſhops aſſembled -\friom 
all parts of the_ Chriſtian World, not meerly ro give rheip 
private Opinions of things, .but to declare what was the' re» 
' ceived Dodrine-of thofe Churches over which they prefided ; 
* and I know no better Argument of an Apoſtolick Tradirion 
than the conſent of all Churches, as remote from each other; 
as Eaſt and Weft, which were-planted by ſeveral Apoftles 1 
and differed very much from each other, in ſome External 
Rites and Ulſages, but yer all agreed in the ſame Faith. And 
this is the true Authority of thoſe ancient Councils, that they. 
were moſt likely to underſtand the true ſenſe of Scripture , 
and of the Catholick Church. This 1s the Proteſtant Reſo- 
Jutian of Faith; and the Wicene Fathers. themſelves had no 
other way, nor pretended to any other.: TW bo 
Nay, the Church of Rome her ſelf, as much as ſhe talks of 
Infallibility, makes very little uſe of 1t. She -has never given us 


write as fallible Comments, and in many things as contfary'ta 


what good Infallibiliry does, if an infallible Church has'na 
. . berter means of upderſianding Scriptupe, than che Comments 


had-no ſufficient Foundation for. their Faith ;- for- there was: | 


an infallible Comment on Scripture, but ſuffers her Do&ors to | 


each other.,as any Proteſtant Divines do; And I cannot imagine | 


of 


Church, which: is infallible : my next Queſtion is, Howe - 
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of fallible men : thar is, no-better* means than every fallible- 
Church has ; for no man can underſtand the Scripture ever : 
the better for the Churches being infallible, unlefs this infal- : 
lible Church 1mprove this glorious Talent of Infallibility in : 
Expounding. Scripture; which ſhe has not done to this day; 
and] believe never wHL fn ”” 

Indeed itis apparent, that Infallibilirys as it is pretended to 
by the Ghurch of Rome, can'be of-no uſe, either in the Reſo-.: 
lution of Faith, -or.1n-Confuring Hereticks, who deny this In+-., 
fallibilicyz and then I cannot imagine what ir is good for, bur 
to-multiply Diſpures; inſtead of ending them. bt 

As for the Reſolucion of Faith; ſuppoſe I ask a Papiſt, © 
Why he believes: ſuch Articles, as the rniaky of Chriſt, or” 
the Reſurre&ion of -the Dead, to be contained in Scripture ? 
If he anſwers, as he muſt do, Becauſe he is raught ſo by the 


knows the Church to be infalliole ? If he ſays, he learns-this: 
from Scripture, Task him, how he comes to underſtand the-' 
Scripture, and how he knows that- this is rhe ſenſe of ir ? If >; 
he-knows this by the infallible interpretation of the Church, : 
then he runs round in a Circle, and knows the Scripeure by: 
che Church, angq'the Church by the Scriprure, as I obſerved' ? 
before; 1f he can find out the Churches Infallibility by the: * 
Scripture, without the help of an Infallible Judge, then it: - 
ſeems the Scripture ts to be underſtood without the infallible 
Interpretation of the Church 3 and if men can find out In-: 
fallibility in Scripture, withour the Church, I am confident - 
rhey may find our any thing elſe in Scripture as well, without ; 
che Churches Infallibiliry : for there 1s no Article of-- our 
Creed'io hard to be found there, as the Churches Infallibilicy 
is. But however that be, after all this boaſt of Tnfallibiliry; 
a- Papiſt has no-more infallible Foundation for his Faith, 'tham: * 
a Proteſtant has, nor half ſo much. We believe-the Articles * 
of the Chriſtian Faith, becauſe we find them pn tauphr 
tn Scripture, and univerſally received as the ſenſe of Soripture 
by the Catholick Chuxch jn the beſt and. pureſt Apes of its _ 
A Papiſt believes the Church to he infallible,becauſe he thinks _ 
he finds it in Scripture, though the Catholick Church for 
many Ages never found it there, and rhe greateſt part of the |; 
Chriſtian Church to-this day cannot find-it there: Now; if _ 
they will bur allow, that a Proteftanr ( though a poor fallible 
Creature”), may reaſon abour the ſenſe of Seriprure, as welbas | 
a Papiſt, and that the evidence of Reafon is the fame ro- * 
, B 4 both 1 


both, then we Procteftatits'ſtand upon as firm : ground as the * 
Papiſts here, and are at'feaſt-as'certain of 'a!l thoſe DoRrines 

pf. Faith, which” we” find'in the Scripture, and are ready to 

prove by it, as 'they (are 'of their'Churchss Infallibiliry }; - 
butchen we have an additional Securiry;--that-we expound 

the Scriptures right, which they want; aft! that 1s the 
DPodrine -and Pradice' of 'the Primgive Church, which con- 

firms all the Articles of our Faith, "and {Rules 'of Worſhip: 
and Diſcipline, but gives not the leaſt 1hrimation, that the 

Pope-or Church of Rame was thought Infallible by them 3 

and 1f the Primitive Church was 1gnorant of 'this, which 1s- 
the beſt Witneſs of Apoſtolical Traditton'; "it '15 moſt pro- 
-bable, that no ſuch thing is contained it»Scripture, though 

ſome mercenary Flatterers of the Pope have*endeavyoured to 
periwade the World, -that they found: it theres © 
--+$0 that we have a greater aſſurance of- all! the' Articles 'of 
| ur: Religion, from Scripture and Catholick' 'Tradiion, than” 
@-Papiſt can have of. the Churches Tnfallibility;” and yer he' 
+ Can have no greater aſſurance of any other Dodrines of Re- 
 ligton, which he believes upon the: Churches- Infallibility , 
rham he has of Infall:biliry tr ſelf, So that in' the laſt Reſo- 
FJuczon of Faith, the Proteſtanr has much the advantage of 
; the/Papiſt, for the; Proteſtanr-reſoives his Faitty intoi the"Au- 
-thoriry: of the Scriptures, 'Expounded by the''Do&rine and 
- Practice of the Primitive Church ; rhe Papiſt reſolves his 1nto 
- te Infallibiliry of the Church, which he finds out onely by 
-Expounding Scripture by a private Spirit,” without the Au- 
. thoriry of any Church, but that whoſe Authority is under 
| Piſpute. 2 Wh 197 ESD 

 Andas the Doctrine of Infallibility is of no uſe in the laſt 
{ Reſolution of Faith, ſo 'it is wholly uſeleſs in diſpuring-with 
* fuch'Heretjcks as we are, who deny Infallibility : for 1t 1s a 
Fain thing to attempt to impoſe. any abſurd, or groundleſs, 
- and.uncatholick DoArines upon us, by the Churches 1nfal- 
- hble-Anthoriry, who believe there is no ſuch Infallible Judge 3 
þut are reſolved to truſt our own Eyes, and to adhere to 
| Scripture and the Catholick Faith of the Primitive Church 
| Jn theſe matters, _ | ; of 
| — And therefore the great Advocates for the Church of 
Rome, are forced to take the ſame courſe in confuting He- 
| peſics, -as they call them, that we do: They alledge the Au- 
 thoriry of Scripture, the Authority of Fathers and Councils; 
+ fo juſtifie their Innoyarjons z and here -we willingly. joyn 
© Sg | HC 
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' from hence, for our preſent purpoſe: / For either they thi 


" &ppeals to them ) thenat leaſt, che preſent Pope or Chure 


the Church of Rome her ſelf, does not believe her own: Infa 
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iſſue with them, and are ready to prove, That Scripture at 
all true Antiquity is on our fide ; and' this has been offi 
and" unanſwerably proved by the Learned Patrons of the | 


formation. FY. 7 : L 
\ Bur-there-are ſome very” material things to be obſery 


this a/good way to prove what they intend, and to convin 
Gain-ldyers' by the Authority of Scripture, and Primiti 
Antiquity, or they do not. If they do not think this a go 
way, to what purpoſe are there ſo many Volumes of Ce 
rroverfie written ? Why do they produce Scripture, and B 
thers, and Councils, 'to- juftifie the Uſurpations of th 
Church, and theſe new'Additions they have made to the Ch 
ftian' Faith and Worſhip? If this be not a good way to co 
vince Hereticks, why do they give themſelves and us 
impertinent trouble ? 7 
; 'If this be a good way, then we are in a good way alread 
we take that very way foriour fatisfa&tion, which by their on 
Confeffion and Pradtice, is'a very proper means for the Cg 
vidion of Herericks, and to diſcover the Truth, and iaft 


the: moſt diligent inquiries we can make, we are ſatisfied'tt 
the Truth 1s on our fide; - b_ 
""-Ff the Authority of Scripture fignifie any thing in this mg 
rer;” then ir ſeems Herericks, who reje& the Authority of. ; 
Infallible Judge,may underſtand Scripture without an Infallik 
Inrerpreter, | by the Exerciſe of Reaſon and Judgmenr'in iii 
dying of them, otherwiſe why do they prerend to expou 
Scripture to-us,: and ro Convince us by Reaſon 'and Argumet 


"% 


whar the true ſenſe of [Scripture js. i 


- Tf the Authority of the Primitive Church,and firſt Chriſtiz 
Writers, be confiderable, ( as they acknowledge it is, by the 


is not the ſole Infallible-Judge of Controverſies, unleſs thi 
will ay, that we muſt not judge of the Dorine or Pra&ii 
of the Primitive:Church, by ancient Records (and then Bay 
#i45-his Annals are worth nothing ) buc'by«the Judgment an 


Pra&tice of the preſent Church. 
©\'Theifum- 1s this : There is great reaſon to ſuſpeR, thy 


tibiliry, no' more than we Proteſtants do :ifor if ſhe does, ſh 
ought not. to ſuffer her Doors to diſpute with-Hereticks 
from any other Topick, bur her own Authority 3 when the 
yie [Reaſons and Arguments with us., and- diſpute froi 
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ture and” Antiquity: they appeal from. the infallibility of 
preſent Church,! to: every mans private Reaſon and Judg- . 
©,as: much as any Proteſtant does: and if the Articles of the 

riſtian Faith may be eftabliſh'd by Scripture and Antiquity, 

how an Infallible Judge, as-they. ſupp they maybe, by 

ir frequent attempts to-do it 3 this pl inhporercurovs the- 
effity, of an Infallible Judge. In a-word,; not-tÞ take no-. 
* now: how, weak and groundleſs this pretence of.Infalli-; 
ty, is, it is evident that it 15'a very uſeleG' Dotrine-:. for. 
who helieve the Churches Infallibility, have no greater. 
42nce of their Fairh,'than we have, who do nor believe it;- 
 thote who do: not; believe the Churches Infalhbzlity, can; 
er be confuced by it." So that it can neither eſtabliſh any: 
ns Faith, nor confute any Hereſies 3. that 1s, it is of- no-uſe 


« Church of England reverences the Authority of the 
mitive Church, as the beſt Witneſs of the Apoſtolical Faith 
I PraRice, but yer reſolves her Faith at.laſt into the Autho- 
x. of the Scriptures. - She receives nothing for an Article 
Faith; which the- does nor. find plainly enqugh taught in 
ipture, bur it is @ great confirmation of her: interpretation 
'Scriprure, that the Primitive Church owned the- fame 
drines which ſhe does; and: ſhe looks -upon. it as. a Juſt 
ejudice againſt any: Expoſitions of Seripturez; if they: con- 
di& the common Faith:of the firſt Chriſtians : and- there- 
© when the words of Scripture are fairly capable: of dif- 
eat-ſenſes, ſhe chuſes'that ſenſe which 1s moſt agreeable 
th the Catholick Faith and Praftice of the Primitive Churchz 
it ſhould any DoArines be impoſedupon her, as Articles of 
wich; which are no-where to be found in Scriprure,or which 
e plainly. contrary to it, ( as the new. Frent-Creed is) what- 
er. pretence there be for the Antiquity of ſuch Dodrines, 
-utterly reje&s them: ſhe will not pur our her own Eyes 
follow: any. orher Guide 3 and thenks be to God, ſhe needs 
« reject any truly: Catholick DoQrine in this way: we ſtll 
main-the Fairhof 'the Primitive Church, and are greatly 
nfirmed in it, from that admirable conſent-there 1s between 
eSctiprures, 25 Expounded/by us, and that Fairh-which was 
keicntly owned and received by all Chriſtians, ; 
Having thus ſhewn in whar ſenſe the-Church 1s the Tnterpre- 
x of Scripture, I proceed now to the ſecond thing contained 
+this \aper, Thar cis Church muſt be known to be the true 
Heh; by its eamtinual viſible ſucceſſion from Chriſt me 
at | days 


_ equally-viſible- ſheceffion from Cliriſt;-thoſe Churches w 1 


Fe 
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ys. Now, theſe: few words: comaina!greatmany, atid We 
_ miſtakes: The: ſubje& of the Inquiry is, des x 
Lont ſuch a\Church, - whoſe word'we ay ſafely take 
che true ſenſs aud meaning of Scripture: ' "vl 
' Now, 1. The Authorof this Paper, whether ignorant} Y; 
deſignedly, Tknow not;akers the ſtare of the: Queſtion, and! 
ſtead of a Charth,which is an'unerring and:infallible Inte 
ter'of' Scripture; which would be very welt worth finding,” 
rells us How wE may know a true-Church : now; I rake at 
Church, and an Infaltible Interpreter of Scriprute, to be v 
difference things! A Church maybe guilcy of Schiſin and Here 
and yer may beatiue-Church, thongh nora ſound, Otchod 
and CatholickiChutch © for a'true- Church is ſuch a Chutct 
Has all things nevef{ey, and eſſential to-the Being and'Cor 
tutioniof: a Churetr;/ this-a Church yy have, atid ſuperi 
onheP rhitigs -whicl-are deſtructive of rlhie Chriſtian Faith; 7 
very dangeroiivatid' fatal miſtakes; as we believe, and are'a 
eroPprove:the Church'of Remy has done : andiyer we acki 
ledas her a rrue Chiirdh, becaufe ſhe retains the rrue Chrif 
Faith, though miſerably corrupted by Addirions'of Her ow! 
2:mart1s'2 true'man,though he be ſickiof a mortal Diſcaſe.? 
i arrue Churehmay corrupt the Chriftian- Faith,- we have 
reafon to rely on the Authority of every true Church, for® 
true ſenſe ard 'meaning of Scripture. - -- | - 
- 24; Let us ſuppoſe, that by 2 true Church, he meansan! 
Kltible Chirch, whoſe: Authority we may ſafely rely or'inl 
pounding Scriptures; this Church, he ſays, is to be knowl 
# continual vifible fiiceeffion-fromt Chrift, till'onr-days : Not 
this viſible uniacerrapted ſucceffion be the miark of ſuch s 8 
Church,as is an-Infallible Interpreter ofiScripture z thengy.! 
Greeſs Charchzas an Infillible Inreypreter of Seriprure: : fop! 
has as vifible arid'ufjricerrupted-a ſiicoeftion from Chriſt and 
Apoſtles ro-this/ day; as: the Church off Rome has; and: 
have ewo'infallible-Chiifches (riot ro-inſtance in any mort 
preſent, who have'as good a ſucceffion as either of them) wh 
are direfly oppofire to-cach other 3 and what ſhall we & 
this caſe ? Muſt we” believe Contradidions , or muſt we! 
believe Tafallible Charches ?: | , = 
- 2, If a viſible ſucceffion from Chriſt arid his Apoſiles;ma 
any Church arr infallible Interpreter of Scripture; then al 
Ehurches which were mans by the: &poſties, were Tnfalli 
Al the-Chutches which were planted'by the. Apoſtles, have 
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e planted by the Apoſtles, may be preſumed as Infallible, 
e the Apoſtles were preſent with ther, as they were af- 
wards ; and thoſe Churches which ſucceeded ' theſe Apo- 
lical Churches, at the diſtance of an Age .or two, may be 
poſed as infallible as- any Church. of this Age is: for if a 
ble ſucceſſion from Chriſt makes a Chureh- 1nfallible, why 
uld not a ſucceſſion of a hundred or -two-hundred years; 
e them as infallible as a ſucceſſion of- ſateen hundred. 
$? unleſs they think that Infallibility increaſes with the 
> of the Church, which I could: with true, but we ſee 
wy lictle ſign of ir. Now, according-to ;theſe Principles, 
the Churches, which were planted by the Apoſiles,- and 
e a continual viſible ſuccefſion from Apoſtolical Churches, 
pugh all Ages, fſince,the_ time of the Apoſtles, muſt be in- 
Ible : for 1f a continual viſible fobeſfon;conſers Infalli- 
ty, and is'the mark whereby we muſt-know'it, then every 
zxrch which ever had, or has to this-day this viſible ſuc- 
hon, muſt have Infallibility alſo,” which, 1t_ſeems, is:en+ 
ed. on ſucceſſion. And thus we have found out a world of 
uilibility, and it is wonderful how any -Apoſtolical Church 
* to be over-run with ſo many Errors and -Hereſles, :and 
wrow ſo corrupt-.and -degenerate,-as to. proyoke God: to 
t:them up; if every Apoſtolical Church was. infallible, I 
not imagine how whole Churches, which viſibly ſucceeded 
Apoſtles, ſhould 'be infefted with/Hereſie : ' for if Infalli- 
ty .it ſelf will not ſecure a Church. from Herefie, the Lord 
e mercy upon us. rad y Mes > 1 ( 314 | Harb 2 
«'This-mark he gives how to find out- ſuch a: true Church 

3 an infallible Interpreter of Scripture, viz,;A-continual vi- 
E ſucceſſion from Chriſt till this day,includes another grear 
lake for it ſuppoſes, that there-is ſome Church now 1n be- 
, on whoſe Authority we muſt rely-for the :ſenſe of Scri- 
re 3; for otherwiſe there can be no uſe ofa vifible ſucceſſion 
his day, in this Controverſie : If, as Ihave already proved 
irge, we muſt rely onely on the Authority of the Primitive 
irech, not of the Church of chis preſent Age, for the ſenſe 
cripture, and that not-as an Infallible Judge, but as the 
t Authentick Witneſs of the Apoſtoſical Dodrine and 
Rice, then we cannot find out this Church by a viſible fuc- 
lon to this day, but by examining the ancient Records of 
Primitive Church, where we ſhall find whar the Faith and 
Rice of the Church in thoſe days was; which is the ſafeſt 
E-to guide us in the Expoſition of: Scripture, "Though | 
Bs | _ricere 
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files, yet while we have the Scriptures, and the Records 


atlarge. Had he proved that we had been no Church, for-war t 
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there were no Church in the World ar this day, which cou 
prove a continual viſible ſucceſſion from Chriſt and his Api 


the Primitive Church, we have very ſufficient means for t 
underſtanding the true meaning of Scripture : ſo that of whe 
ever uſe. this talk of a continual viſible ſacceſſion may be' 
other caſes, it is wholly impertinent 1n this. A Church whit 
cannot prove ſuch a continual viſible ſucceſſion which was n« 
founded'/by any Apoſtle, or Apoſtolical men, or has loſt th 
Memory or Records of its firſt Plantation, may yet have vet 
certain: means-of knowing the true ſenſe of Scripture, fro 
the Scripture it ſelf, and the Doctrine and Pradhice of Apg 
ſtolical-and Primitive Churches ; and a Church which has th 
moſt viſible uninterrupted ſucceſſion from Chriſt and his Ape 
ſitles, may be ſo far from being an infallible Interpreter « 
Scripture, that: ſhe' may be very corrupt and erroneous he 
ſelf, if ſhe forſake the Apoſtolical Tradition contained in th 
Writings of the New Teſtament, and expounded by the Ca 
tholick Faith and Prafice of the firſt Churches, as we knoz 
the Church of Rome has done; which 1s ſo far from being a 
Infallible Church, that we believe her to be the moſt corrup 
Church in the World. 4 

And thus I think we are prepared to venture upon the laf 
Clauſe of this Paper, wherein the whole force of the Argui 
ment,ſuch as it is,is turned upon the poor Proteſtant Churches 
Bur I doubt ( fays the Author of this Paper ) whether or ne 
the Proteſtant Church can make out this continual viſible ſuci 
ceſſion, and defire to be informed. The ſting of which Ari 
gument lies in this, that we Proteſtants have no certain wa! 
of knowing the true ſenſe and meaning of Scripture, becaule 
we cannot prove the continual viſible (ucceſfion of our Church 
from Chriſt unto this day ; and therefore we ought to go over 
to the Church of Rome, who has this viſible ſucceſſion, ar 
receive all her Diates as Infallible Oracles. But, for Anſwer 
to this, conſider, 4 

I- That ſuppoſe the Proteſtant Church could not make c 
ſuch a continual viſible ſucceſſion, yet we may underſtand: the 
Scriptures very well without it,and need not go to the Churche 
of Rome to Expound Scripture for us, as I have alread | 
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of a viſible ſucceſſion of Church-Officers, or that our Religion 
werea Novelty, which was never heard of in the. World before 
Gither, this had been ſomething more to the purpoſe 3 bur ts; 

fs Jo: preteng 


jd tharwe cannot underſiand. che Seripuites, for mantel 
| able ;ſyccefſion, is ſuch a looſe :andinconſequen 
aſoning, as a poar fallible Proteſtant would be. ea > hum of, 
- But pray, why can't the Proteſtant Ghurch of #nglen 
q re: her continval viſible ſucceſſion-from:Ghtrift rill = "rm _ 
| well as the Church of Rome ? Here wasa Chriſtian Chureh 
mred/in-this Nation, as very good:Hiſtorians' fay, ascarly.as 
Rome, and ithath continued there evercſince, -to-this day ; 
zen Auſtin the Monk came over to England, he:found-here a 
mpany of reſolute Britiſh Biſhops and:Monks,who would nor 
bmit to: the Uſurpations of Rome; and-theiEng liſh and Britiſh * 
aueches under ſeveral Changes -and Alterations, have conti- 
xed-to this day, with a viſible ſucceffion of Chriſtian Biſhops : 
pd what better ſucceſſion can Rome ſhew'than this ? _ 
I-ſuppeſe:no Roman Cathalick will diſown-the: + ow 
he Ghurch of England, .till the Reformation, andI 
ame we to loſe our ſucceſſion then? :Did-:the-R a 
f;thoſe Abuſes and Corruptions, which had-:1 4nto the 
A; _ unchurch.us ? Juſt as muchas a man: toibethe 
man, when: he is cured -of ſome mortal Diſeaſe : :Di nor 
© Church of England confift of the ſame Perfons, before the : 
Feformation and after? A great many. iindeed.diſowned:the "Y 
formation 3 3 but were nor all thoſe Petfons, who were ſo 
Five and zealous in the Reformation, ormerly of the. Ry- 
».Communion ? And did they loſe their ſucceſſion 100., 
= they became Reformers ? 'When a Church confiſts. of t 
the ſame Biſhops, Prieſts, and People, -which-ſhe had before, 
þ ont (he have not all the fame that ſhe had 5 whenthe re- 
as-the fame ancient Carholick and Apoſtolick Faith which 
the did before, .onely renounces ſome Errors and Innovations 
aich) ſhe owned before, how does this forfeir her ſuccetſhion/? 
ze Church of England is the very ſame Church now, ſince 
mace, which ſhe was before, and therefore has the 
ery ame ſucceſſion, though not the ſame (Errors, to this 
5 , that ever ſhe had; na. that, I think, 15 as.good a 1uc- 
,ceffion as the Church of Rome has. 
| There oo but-two things to be conſidered in the caſe of 
| hon : Either a ſucceſſion of Church-Officers, -or a ſuc- 
\oetfion of the Faith and Do&rines of the Church. 
- --T-As for-a-ſuccefiion of Church-Officers, we have the:ſame 
;that:the-Church of Rome has. Thoſe Engliſh Biſhops who.em- 
hard dhe Rofhrmation, received their in the Com- id 
enuyion of -the:Church of Rome, and therefore they had.as 
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good Orders, as any are:in the Church of Rome; and-th 
were the Perfons who Conſerrated -other Biſhops, and-ſo 
ſucceſſion to this day. 'For as fot the ſtory-of - the Nagys- 

- Ordination, that is ſo tranſparent a Forgery, invented ma 
-years after, to reproach the Reformarion, that I preſume: 
Fober iRoman Catholick will infift on it. ; 

Bur we are:Hereticks and Schiſmaricks, and this forfeit 

. Orders and our Succeffion together. Bur, x. This-Cha 
ought firſt to be proved againſt us, that we are Hereticks a 
Schiſmaricks ; we deny and abhor both the-name and thir 
and if we be not Hereticks. and Schiſmaticks, as we are fi 
-we are not, and as the Church of Rome can-never prove-us 
be, then according to their own Confeffion, our Orders 


2. However, be we'Hereticks, or Schiſmaticks, or wharey 
they pleaſe to call us, how does this deftroy our Orders at 
Succeſſion ? The Catholick-Church. would not allow in form 
Ages, that Herefie or Schiſm deſtroyed the validity of -Orda 
St. Ferome diſputes againſt this at large, in his Book Cont! 
Laciferianos. And St. Auftin allows the Donatiſts Biſhops! 
have valid Orders, though they were Schiſmaticks, and: thes 
fore that the Sacraments adminiftred by them, were valh 
And indeed, if Herefie will deſtroy Orders and Succeſſſjo 
the Church of Rome will be as much to ſeck for their Orde 
and Succeſſion, as we are, which, by their own Confeffjol 
1 have had feveral Heretical Popes, and no body knows hoi 

many Biſhops Ordained by them. : 
- 2. As for ſucceffion of Dottrime, which'is as confiderab 
to the full, as ſucceſſion of Orders, the great Articles of oil 
Faith are not onely plainly contained 1n Scripture, but hay 
been delivered down to us, through all Ages of the Church 
by an uninterrupted Succeſſion, | 
The Church of Rome her ſelf 1n her greateſt Degenera 
did own all that we do in pure matters of Faith : When wi 
reformed the Church, we4did not-make a new Religion, bui 
only ſeparated the old Faith from new and corrupt Additions 
and therefore the Quarrel of the Church of Rome with us, # 
not that we believe any thing which they do not believe, but 
. that we do not believe all that they would have us. : 
| The Dorine of the Church of England is truly Primi 
cive and Catholick, taughr.by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, awnge 
by the Primitive Church, and excepting the Diſpute berwee] 
the Latin-and Greek Church, about the Filioque, os the Holy 
2 Spiria 
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irits proceeding. from the Father and the Son; received by 
FCatholick Churches to this day 5 which is as complear and | 
rfe& Succefſion, as any Dottrine; can have : 2 when 

e Church of Rome asks vs, Where: was our Religion:befoxe 
ther 2 We tell them, it was all the World over; atl:Ca- 
olick Churches believed what we do, though we do not be- 
eve all that they do : they themſelves did; and do ro 'this 
&y, own our Creeds, and Articles of. Faith, excepting ſuch 
them as are diredly.oppoſed to their Innovations.: © + 
{So that we are on a ſure Foundation, our Faith has been 
xceived in the Catholick Church in all Ages,” Burt now. the 
hurch of Rome cannot ſhew ſuch a Succeſſion for her new 
dodrines and Articles of Faith, which were unknown to the 
rimitive Church for many Ages, which were reje&ed by 
zany flouriſhing Churches, ſince the firſt appearance of chem, 
vhich never had a quiet poſſeſſion in her own Communion, 
nd were never formed into Articles of Faith, till the -packt 
convenrticle of Trent. ole I 
þ This I think is a ſufficient Anſwer. to this Paper,and it pities 
he-to ſee ſo many well-meaning Perſons abuſed with fuch 
wanſparent Sophiſiry. Fav 


6-4 


